
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEVAL L. PATRICK 

GOVERNOR 

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY 
LT. GOVERNOR 

MARY ELIZABETH HEFFERNAN 
SECRETARY 

 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 

Department of Fire Services 
P.O. Box 1025 ∼State Road 

Stow, Massachusetts 01775 
 (978) 567∼3100 Fax: (978) 567∼3121 

www.mass.gov/dfs 

 STEPHEN D. COAN 
 STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:   Heads of Fire Departments  
 
FROM: Stephen D. Coan  
  State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  May 1, 2010   

SUBJECT: 527 CMR 4 and Implementation of:  Chapter 453 of the Acts of 2008  
"An Act Relative to Homeowner Heating Safety"  

             
 
The Board of Fire Prevention Regulations (BFPR) has amended 527 CMR 4.00 to reflect Chapter 453 
of the Acts of 2008 and the required upgrades to existing systems that must be completed by July 1, 
2010.  The amended pages of 527 CMR 4 are included for insertion into your copy of the State Fire 
Code and will also be posted on our website for your convenience.   
 
Regulatory changes made to 527 CMR 4.00 are to conform to chapter 453 of the Acts of 2008 and 
include: 
 
• A permit is required for the upgrades required by 527 CMR 4.00 made to existing installations. 
  
• Inspection of upgrade requirements are optional and up to the local fire department.   
 
• New burner installations remain unchanged and still require both a permit and inspection. 
 
• Supply and return lines in contact with concrete or the earth are subject to sleeving requirements 

or OSV, as applicable. 
 

Additional information regarding this new law can be found on our web site, which includes a link to 
the DEP web site and our past correspondence on this law.    
 
If you need further information, please contact the Department of Fire Services, Division of Fire 
Safety, at (978) 567-3375 or in Western Massachusetts at (413) 587-3181.        
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Heads of Fire Departments 
 
FROM: Stephen D. Coan 
 State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE: April 27, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: S.A.F.E. Funded Fire Safety Houses 
 
The Executive Office of Public Safety through the Department of Fire Services has 
purchased one fire safety house for each of the fifteen fire mobilization districts in the state. 
Local fire departments may utilize these units to augment their public fire and life safety 
education programs. Each district determines the host community and the policies and 
procedures for use, scheduling, training and transport. 
 
In this fiscal year (2010), we will complete the fifth and final year of replacing all original 
15 fire safety houses. In some cases this has allowed the district to have two units available 
for use, which was encouraged by our agency. The condition of the old unit was the 
determining factor. 
 
The practical hands-on activities reinforce the lessons firefighters; specially trained as 
public fire and life safety educators, teach in the classroom. This fun, make-believe exercise 
prepares children to react safely and appropriately in case of an actual emergency. Having 
the children demonstrate how to react when a smoke alarm sounds or when they see smoke 
or fire can be used as an evaluation instrument to assess their understanding of concepts and 
behaviors taught in the classroom. 
 
The fire safety house is an educational tool used to teach fire prevention and fire survival in 
an interactive manner. It is equipped with a living room, kitchen, bedroom and control 
room. The living room has an electric fireplace, bench seating, a telephone and an exit door. 
The kitchen, where most home fires occur, is equipped with a sink, stove and cabinets. The 
second-floor bedroom is furnished with a small bed, a smoke detector and a sliding door that 
opens onto a porch with an escape ladder. 
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In the control room, firefighters can operate a theatrical fog machine to “smoke” one or all 
rooms in the house. Children are instructed to “crawl low beneath the smoke” as they exit to 
safety. Along the way they check the bedroom door for heat with the back of their hand. If 
the door feels warm they use their second way out and descend the fire escape ladder. Once 
safely outside they proceed to the meeting place. 
 
The phone system can be used to simulate a 9-1-1 emergency call to a dispatch center. 
Children are instructed to give their name, the address and type of emergency and to stay on 
the phone until they are told to hang up. Each room has a video camera and allows parents 
to view the children from outside on a television monitor. 
 
Below is a list of the district safety houses purchased with S.A.F.E. grant funding. These 
units are available to you through the host community.  Their contact information is listed. 
 
List of S.A.F.E. Funded Regional Fire Safety Houses 
 
District # Home Site / Contact District Communities 

   

District One 
Falmouth 
Chief Paul D. Brodeur 
(508) 495-2500 

Deputy Mark Sullivan 
(508) 495-2512 

Barnstable (Barnstable, West Barnstable, Hyannis, 
Centerville/Osterville/Marston Mills, Cotuit), Bourne, Brewster, 
Chatham, Chilmark, Dennis, Eastham, Edgartown, Falmouth, Gay 
Head, Gosnold, Harwich, Mashpee, Nantucket, Oak Bluffs, 
Orleans, Otis A.F.B., Provincetown, Sandwich, Tisbury, Truro, 
Wellfleet, West Tisbury, and Yarmouth 

District Two  
Hanson 
Chief Jerome A. 
Thompson Jr. 
(781) 293-9571 

Abington, Bridgewater, Brockton, Carver, Cohasset, Duxbury, 
East Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanover, Hanson, Hingham, Hull, 
Kingston, Lakeville, Marion, Marshfield, Mattapoisett, 
Middleboro, Norwell, Onset, Pembroke, Plymouth, Plympton, 
Rochester, Rockland, Scituate, Wareham, West Bridgewater, and 
Whitman 

District Three  
Fall River 
Chief Paul Ford 
(508) 324-2743 

Acushnet, Attleboro, Berkley, Dartmouth (Districts #1, 2 & 3), 
Dighton, Fairhaven, Fall River, Freetown, New Bedford, North 
Attleboro, Norton, Plainville, Raynham, Rehoboth, Seekonk, 
Somerset, Swansea, Taunton, Westport 

District Four 
Mansfield 
Chief Neal A. 
Boldrighini 
(508) 261-7493 

Avon, Bellingham, Canton, Dover, Easton, Foxborough, Franklin, 
Holbrook, Mansfield, Medfield, Medway, Millis, Norfolk, 
Norwood, Randolph, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole, Westwood, and 
Wrentham 
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District Five  
Danvers 
Chief Kevin Farrell 
(978) 774-2425 

Beverly, Danvers, Essex, Gloucester, Hamilton, Ipswich, Lynnfield, 
Manchester, Marblehead, Middleton, Nahant, Peabody, Rockport, 
Salem, Swampscott, Topsfield, and Wenham 

District Six  
Lowell 
Chief Edward J. 
Pitta 
or Lt. Larry LeDoux 
(978) 551-7946 

Andover, Ayer, Bedford, Billerica, Chelmsford, Dracut, Dunstable, 
Groton, Littleton, Lowell, North Reading, Pepperell, Shirley, 
Tewksbury, Tyngsborough, Westford, and Wilmington 

District Seven 
Worcester 
Chief Gerald Dio 
(508) 779-1820Lt. 
Anne Pickett 
(508) 799-1754 

Auburn, Blackstone, Brookfield, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, East 
Brookfield, Grafton, Leicester, Mendon, Millbury, Millville, 
Northbridge, North Brookfield, Oxford, Southbridge, Spencer, 
Sturbridge, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge, Warren, Webster, West 
Brookfield, and Worcester 

District Eight 
Fitchburg 
Chief Kevin D. Roy
(978) 345-9666 
(Tow vehicle no 
longer available) 

Ashburnham, Ashby, Barre, Berlin, Bolton, Boylston, Clinton, 
Fitchburg, Gardner, Hardwick, Harvard, Holden, Hubbardston, 
Lancaster, Leominster, Lunenburg, New Braintree, Oakham, Paxton, 
Petersham, Phillipston, Princeton, Royalston, Rutland, Sterling, 
Templeton, Townsend, West Boylston, Westminster, and 
Winchendon 

District Nine  
Orange 
Chief Dennis Annear
(978) 544-3145 

 

Ashfield, Athol, Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, 
Conway, Deerfield, Gill, Greenfield, Hawley, Heath, Erving, 
Leverett, Leyden, Monroe, Montague, New Salem, Northfield, 
Orange, Rowe, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Warwick, 
Wendell, and Whately 

District Ten  
South Hadley #1 
Chief William Judd, 
(413) 533-7111 

Amherst, Belchertown, Chesterfield, Cummington, Easthampton, 
Goshen, Granby, Hadley, Hatfield, Huntington, Middlefield, 
Northampton, Pelham, Plainfield, Southampton, South Hadley, 
Ware, Williamsburg, Westhampton, and Worthington 

District Eleven  
Three Rivers 
Chief Patrick J. 
O’Connor 
(413) 283-7161 

Agawam, Blandford, Brimfield, Chester, Chicopee, East 
Longmeadow, Granville, Hampden, Holland, Holyoke, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, Monson, Montgomery, Palmer, Southwick, 
Springfield, Three Rivers, Tolland, Wales, Westfield, West 
Springfield, and Wilbraham 
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District Twelve 
Lanesboro 
Chief Charles A. 
Durfee 
(413) 443-2321 

Adams, Alford, Becket, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Dalton, Egremont, 
Florida, Great Barrington, Hancock, Hinsdale, Lanesboro, Lee, 
Lenox, Monterey, Mount Washington, New Ashford, New 
Marlborough, North Adams, Otis, Peru, Pittsfield, Richmond, 
Sandisfield, Stockbridge, Savoy, Sheffield, Tyringham, 
Washington, West Stockbridge, Williamstown, and Windsor 

District Thirteen 
Reading 
Chief Gregory J. 
Burns 
(781) 944-3132 

Arlington, Belmont, Boston, Braintree, Brookline, Burlington, 
Cambridge, Chelsea, Dedham, Everett, Lexington, Lynn, Malden, 
Medford, Melrose, Milton, Needham, Newton, Quincy, Reading, 
Revere, Saugus, Somerville, Stoneham, Wakefield, Waltham, 
Watertown, Wellesley, Weston, Weymouth, Winchester, 
Winthrop, Woburn, and Massport 

District Fourteen 
Acton 
Chief Robert C. Craig 
(978) 264-9645 

Acton, Ashland, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord, Framingham, 
Holliston, Hopedale, Hopkinton, Hudson, Lincoln, Marlborough, 
Maynard, Milford, Natick, Northborough, Sherborn, Shrewsbury, 
Southborough, Stow, Sudbury, Wayland, and, Westborough 

District Fifteen 
Amesbury 
Chief Jonathan R. 
Brickett 
(978) 388-1333 

Amesbury, Boxford, Georgetown, Groveland, Haverhill, 
Lawrence, Merrimac, Methuen, Newbury, Newburyport, North 
Andover, Rowley, Salisbury, and West Newbury 

 
 
There are other fire safety houses in the Commonwealth that were not funded through this 
program located at the Boston, Bridgewater, North Andover, Kingston/Duxbury, Woburn, 
Gardner, Longmeadow/East Longmeadow, Lincoln, and Seekonk Fire Departments. 
Generally, these are for use only within the community. Please contact the fire education 
unit or fire chief on how to access them. 
 



 Department of Fire Services / Division of Fire Safety – Code Enforcement Training 

***There is NO COST for any of these training sessions*** 
 

FIRE PREVENTION 
MAY SCHEDULE 2010 

 

** Two-Part Course ** 
 

BFPR UPDATES TO REVIEW NEW & REVISED 527 CMR SECTIONS 
 

This program will review changes and additions made by the Board of Fire Prevention.  It will provide an opportunity for 
fire service personnel to get information on the latest code changes. 

 

(AND) 
 

HAZARD CLASSIFICATIONS FOR NFPA 13 SPRINKLER DESIGN 
 

This course will address Chapter 3 and Chapter 5 of NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems.  The 
course will cover items that need to be reviewed in the fire sprinkler submittals to ensure the designer has adequately 
classified the hazards.  Participants should have an understanding of the fire sprinkler system plan review process. 
 

  
List of Dates Locations 

 

Course #:  200-000-644-A 
Date:  May 3, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Andover Town House Banquet Facility 

Andover Town House Banquet Facility 
20 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Andover, MA 

Use municipal parking lot to the rear 
 

Course #:  200-000-644-B 
Date:  May 4, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Department of Fire Services 

Department of Fire Services 
One State Road, Stow, MA 

Classroom 109 
 

Course #:  200-000-644-C 
Date:  May 10, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Western New England College 

Western New England College 
1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 

 

Course #:  200-000-644-D 
Date:  May 14, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  UMASS - Dartmouth 

University of Massachusetts – Dartmouth 
Woodland Campus 

285 Westport Road, Dartmouth, MA 
Use Parking Lot #7 

 

Course #:  200-000-644-E 
Date:  May 17, 2010 
Time:  1830-2130 
Location:  Easthampton Fire Department 

Easthampton Fire Department 
32 Payson Avenue, Easthampton, MA 

 

Course #:  200-000-644-F 
Date:  May 18, 2010 
Time:  1830-2130 
Location:  Department of Fire Services 

Department of Fire Services 
One State Road, Stow, MA 

Classroom 109 
 

Register Early! 
Mail to: Registrar          Or Fax it to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy      (978) 567-3229 
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200 Additional information & applications can be obtained @ www.mass.gov/dfs 



 
Department of Fire Services / Massachusetts State Police Bomb Squad

    Department of Fire Services & 
                 Massachusetts State Police Bomb Squad 
 

are pleased to announce 
 

IED Recognition & Response Training 
 
This one-day course will: 
• Familiarize first responders with explosive materials 
• Assist in identification of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), Vehicle Borne Improvised 

Explosive Devices (VBIEDs), Homicide / Suicide bombers, and homemade explosives (HMEs) 
• Identify proper response guidelines to such incidents 

 
Current trends, case studies and information sources are also highlighted. A “live” explosives 
demonstration and explosives detection canine (EK9) demonstration will be conducted, when possible. 
 

  
 

 
Training is designed for 

all first responders 

Course: 203-900-950 Session A 
Date:  May 19, 2010  
Time: 0830 – 1630 
Location:  Bristol Community College 
  777 Elsbree Street, Fall River, MA 
 Room H209/210 (within the "H" building) 

Student Capacity:  150 
Priority: First Responders within 

the SE Homeland 
Security Region 

 
 
 

* OEMS credits pending * 
 

Backfill/Overtime (BF/OT) support may be allowable via your Regional Homeland Security Advisory 
Council. Attendees seeking BF/OT support must contact their respective Council prior to applying for 
this course. Councils would need to submit a Training Petition to EOPSS for approval of any 
municipal BF/OT. 

 
Please complete a standard DFS / MFA student application or register online at www.mass.gov/dfs. 
 
Mail to: Registrar        Or Fax to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy    (978) 567-3229 
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200 

 
 

This is a priority selection course and you will be notified by email as to whether or not 
you have been selected to attend. 



 Department of Fire Services / Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

From Battlefield to Street: 
One Uniform to Another 

 
Currently we are experiencing the largest number of combat 
veterans returning to their public safety departments, having 
been exposed to intense combat and/or extended military 
deployments since the Vietnam era. In Massachusetts alone, 
over three hundred firefighters have served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. This course explores the adjustment issues that 
emergency services and public safety personnel are currently 
experiencing, and how to help them manage the challenges 
they face returning to the streets of the cities and towns they 
serve.  
 

Community CISM teams are aware that First Responders – irrespective of which uniform or badge they carry, 
or whether they perform their duties on a full-time, part-time, call or volunteer basis – are at risk of being 
“triggered” by events in the street which may bring back incidents from their military service. This course 
integrates the CISM method with combat stress work. Lessons learned from the Civil War through the 
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan are reviewed. 
 
The course presents a method - the RESTORE protocol – as a phased trauma recovery intervention based on 
CISM. Students will have practicum experience in eliciting first, last and worst “benchmarks” from combat 
exposure, exploring the soldier’s deployment from beginning to end, and selecting the most significant 
representative event to be fully debriefed.  
 
This method can be used on a group as well as on an individual basis - sharing knowledge of normal reactions 
of warriors to combat, forecasting potential symptoms and making connections to critical incidents in the street 
– as well as how understanding these can provide an opportunity for healing and recovery. 
 
 
 

Course #: 200-000-666 A  Date:  May 22 & 23, 2010 
 

Time:  0800-1700   Location: Hopkinton Fire Department 
         73 Main Street 
         Hopkinton, MA 
 
 
Application Process:  Complete the DFS/MFA Student Application, or register online @ www.mass.gov/dfs.   
 

 
Mail to: Registrar        Or Fax it to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy    (978) 567-3229 
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200 



 Department of Fire Services / Division of Fire Safety – Code Enforcement Training 

***There is NO COST for any of these training sessions*** 
 

FIRE PREVENTION  
JUNE SCHEDULE 2010 

 
 

FIREWORKS DETAIL ORIENTATION 
 
A training program for the person or persons responsible for issuing fireworks permits; inspecting fireworks display sites 
and working fireworks details. 
 
 

List of Dates Locations 
 

Course #:  200-000-629-D 
Date:  June 7, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Andover Town House Banquet Facility 
 

Andover Town House Banquet Facility 
20 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Andover, MA 

Use municipal parking lot to the rear 

 

Course #:  200-000-629-E 
Date:  June 9, 2010 
Time:  1830-2130 
Location:  Easthampton Fire Department 
 

Easthampton Fire Department 
32 Payson Avenue, Easthampton, MA 

 

Course #:  200-000-629-F 
Date:  June 15, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Western New England College 
 

Western New England College 
1215 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 

 

Course #:  200-000-629-A 
Date:  June 17, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Department of Fire Services 
 

Department of Fire Services 
One State Road, Stow, MA 

Classroom 109 

 

Course #:  200-000-629-G 
Date:  June 22, 2010 
Time:  0900-1200 
Location:  Cedarville Community Center 
 

Cedarville Community Center 
2209 State Road, Plymouth, MA 

 

Course #:  200-000-629-B 
Date:  June 24, 2010 
Time:  1830-2130 
Location:  Department of Fire Services 
 

Department of Fire Services 
One State Road, Stow, MA 

Classroom 109 

 
 

Register Early! 
Mail to: Registrar         Or Fax it to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy     (978) 567-3229 
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200  
 

Additional information & applications can be obtained @ www.mass.gov/dfs 



 
Department of Fire Services / Massachusetts State Police Fire and Explosion Investigation 

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE SERVICES HOMELAND SECURITY SEMINAR 
 

KIDS AND BOMBS 
 
The Massachusetts State Police Fire and Explosion Investigation Section are conducting an 8-hour “Kids and 
Bombs” seminar.  This seminar will include a review of the early warning indicators of a juvenile bomb maker, the 
current national statistics on juveniles and bombs and the precursors and instrumentalities showcased by the Internet. 
Participants will be provided with pre- and post- blast investigative techniques from the “Bomb Tech” perspective 
that will include a discussion of the issue as it relates to educational institutions. The “Bomb Techs” presentation 
will include static display, a canine and robot demo, and will utilize actual case examples to highlight teaching 
points.  
 
This seminar will also give participants a “criminal investigators” perspective that will be highlighted by a section on 
“how to build a case” that incorporates sound investigative principles and juvenile legal issues. This seminar will 
also have a clinical perspective that examines emotional and behavioral functioning of juveniles engaged in bomb 
making. What are the considerations when there is a need to identify appropriate mental health or social services?  
 
This seminar is designed for a multi-disciplinary audience to include: 
 

• Public Safety First Responders - Red and Blue teams 
• ADA's 
• School personnel 
• Fire Safety/JFS Educators 
• JFS Clinicians 

• MA & RI IAAI members 
• Probation Officers 
• School resource officers  
• Case workers 
• Educators 

6.5 contact hours available toward educator PDPs 
 

 
 Course #: 200-039-951 Session B 
 Date: June 22, 2010 
 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 Location: Devens Common Center, Devens, MA 
  www.devenscommoncenter.com 
 Cost: $30.00 would include breaks and 

 lunch for each attendee 
 

 
Payment in advance is required.  Please submit a completed standard DFS / MFA student application along with 
your money order or personal check for $30.00, made payable to “The Massachusetts Firefighting Academy Trust 
Fund” to the address below.  NOTE: Cash will NOT be accepted and purchase orders will ONLY reserve a spot.  
Acceptance into this class is granted once payment is received in full (check or money order).  Payment WILL NOT 
be accepted the day of the seminar. 
 
Application can be obtained at www.mass.gov/dfs.  
 
Mail to: Registrar 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy  
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200 

 



May 13-14, 2010
The Crowne Plaza,  Worcester, MA

Please join us at the country's premier
conference on Juvenile Firesetting!

Presenters from across the U.S. & New Zealand

Keynote address:
Meri-K Appy, President of the Home Safety Council

Topics of interest:
  •  Cyberbullying, social media & the Internet
  •  Anger management
  •  CBT skills for firesetting
  •  Working with parents
  •  Middle school fire safety
  •  Community interventions

Up to 9 CEUs available

$129 Conference Registration
FREE Pre-Conference Institute with early
registration, $30 additional after April 1

For more information
on the The Crowne Plaza go to www.cpworcester.com

For more information
or to register online go to www.brandonschool.org

educators

social services

fire service

mental health

juvenile justice

burn care

Please plan to join us

Fourth Annual

Take-Home Tools and Effective Strategies

Sponsored by                            ,  Department of Fire Services,

MA Property Insurance Underwriting Association, 

MA Association of Safety & Fire Educators        

Register by April 1 & the May 13th

Pre-Conference Institute is FREE!



CISM 
How It Fits in a Critical Incident 

 
 

The Department of Fire Services is hosting a one-day conference where attendees will hear 
first-hand accounts of the role Critical Incident Stress Management plays in multi-disciplinary/ 
large-scale incidents, understand the need for CISM services, what is available to 
departments in the Commonwealth, and how to initiate those services. 

 
  

 
Topics: 

• ‘We were there’ – Great Barrington Ice Rescue  
• ‘We were there’ – Norton Drowning  
• ‘We were there’ – Worcester presenter John Beahn  
• How do you organize a multi-branch operation?  
• How do you do follow-up?  
• Who is the ultimate decision maker during an incident? 
• How far we have come and what resources are available to you 
• Group discussion 
 
Representatives from the following organizations will be available:  DCR, WINGS, MCFC, 
Boston PD, MSP, ICISF, Boston EMS, Cambridge FD, Worcester FD, Shrewsbury 
School, PFFM and Brattleboro Retreat 
 

 
 
 COURSE #: 200-000-526A 
 
 DATE: May 20, 2010 
  0830 – 1600 hours 
 
 LOCATION: Devens Common Center 

 31 Andrews Parkway 
  Devens, MA 

 
 

 
A self-pay box lunch will be available for $11.50 which includes:  choice of turkey, ham, or roast beef sandwich, 
bag of chips, pickle, cookie or brownie and a choice of soda or bottled water. 
 
 
Please complete a standard DFS / MFA student application or register online at 
www.mass.gov/dfs. 

 
Mail to: Registrar        Or Fax it to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy    (978) 567-3229 
State Road, P.O. Box 1025, Stow, MA 01775 
(978) 567-3200 

 Department of Fire Services / Office of the State Fire Marshal 

http://www.mass.gov/dfs


The Massachusetts State 
Fire Marshal offers the  
following tips for a safe  
and happy summer.

Gasoline and  
Lawn Mowers…

Gasoline vapors are 
highly flammable. They 
stay on your clothing and 
can ignite if you light a 
match or cigarette. 

Store gasoline only in ap-
proved containers, outside, or 
in a building not attached to the 
house. Never keep gasoline inside 
the home.

Keep gasoline away from all heat 
sources such as smoking materi-
als, pilot lights, campfires, and 
grills.

Never fuel a lawn mower while it is hot. Give it 
a few minutes to cool off first.

Keep hands and feet away from the mower 
while it is running. 

Barbecue Safely…
Use all barbecue grills away from the house 
in the backyard.

Supervise children whenever any grill is in use.

Never use gasoline on any grill!

Gas Grills…
Keep all LP-gas outside, 10 feet away from 
building openings such as doors, windows, 
dryer vents and 20 feet away from air intake 
vents and all ignition sources. 

All LP-gas cylinders with a capacity between 
4-40 lbs. must be equipped with an overfill  
protection device. 

LP-gas grills are not permitted inside 
at all or on balconies above the first 

floor of any building where people 
live. (Except where there is a stair-

way to the ground and it is 
10 feet from all building 
openings and air intake 
vents.)

LP-gas is heavier than air 
and sinks. A leaky grill could pose a haz-

ard to people below. Possible ignition sources 
include smoking materials, air conditioners, 
compressors, pilot lights and cars.

Make sure all connections are tight and  
secure.

Charcoal Grills…
Use only charcoal lighter fluid to start charcoal 
grills.

Once the coals have been lighted, never add 
more lighter fluid to the fire — flames may 
travel up the stream of lighter fluid resulting in 
serious burns.

When your car 
overheats…

Always:

•	 Turn off your car and wait at least one-
half hour before attempting to open the 
radiator.

• 	Use a heavy rag or cloth to open the ra-
diator.

•	 Stand back as far as possible. Keep your 
face out of the way in case the radiator 
should rupture!

Opening hot car radiators is one of the leading 
causes of burns. These burns can be prevent-
ed with patience and appropriate precautions.

When your car overheats, or even when it’s 
just been running for a while, pressure builds 
up inside the radiator.

If you open a hot car radiator, hot steam and 
liquid can splash on your face and hands 
causing painful, disfiguring burns.

DFS/OSFM Apr ‘10



Fireworks…
Enjoy the many professional, supervised 
fireworks displays.

The possession and use of all fireworks by 
private citizens is illegal in Massachusetts.

This includes sparklers, party poppers, snap-
pers, firecrackers and cherry bombs, to name 
a few.

It is illegal to purchase fireworks in another 
state and transport them into Massachusetts.

Do not purchase fireworks through mail-order 
catalogues. Government cannot prohibit 
distribution of these catalogues, but police do 
confiscate illegal shipments of fireworks. Many 
consumers attempting to circumvent the law 
have lost both their money and their fireworks.

Burn First Aid…
Stop, Drop and Roll to extinguish a clothing 
fire.

Cool a burn. For minor burns, run cool water 
immediately over the burn.

Seek emergency medical help immediately for 
more serious burns.

Use sunscreen to avoid sunburn.

Hotel-Motel Safety…
Select accommodations equipped with 
sprinklers and smoke detectors in guest 
rooms.

Consider fire safety when checking into a 
hotel or motel. Count the number of doors 
down the hall to the nearest fire exit stair-
case. Never use elevators in case of fire.

If you are deaf or hard of hearing, request a 
“Hearing Impaired Kit” from the front desk that 
will have a strobe smoke alarm.

Keep the room key, eyeglasses and a flash-
light on the night table. If a fire occurs, take 
them with you and go to the door.  

• If the door feels cool, open the door a crack. 
Be ready to close the door if hot air, flames, 
or smoke rush through the crack.

• If this does not occur, yet the hall is hazy 
with smoke, crawl down the hall counting 
the doors to the nearest stairway exit.

• If this exit cannot be reached, turn around 
and count the doors back to your room. 
Unlock the door and re-enter.

If it is unsafe to leave the room during a fire:

• 	Fill the tub with cold water.

• 	Stuff wet towels around the door to keep 
smoke out.

• 	If possible, open a window and hang a 
sheet outside to signal for help.

• 	Cover your face with a wet cloth and stay 
low if smoke gets in the room.

• 	Do not jump.

Safety Tips

Summer
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